B Happy News

FEBRUARY 2012

Dear Parents,

The kids have really enjoyed the winter snowfalls ! They love playing outdoors in the
snow, building snowpersons, sledging and generally enjoying themselves. For families
experiencing their first taste of the Europea

We remained open throughout the severe winter weather and were pleased to see
most children could attend HAPPY KIDS. Our apologies to those parents who found it
difficult to park their cars near the building during the major snowfalls.

In keeping with our strong belief in continual staff training and development, we held a
Staff Training Day on 27 January, 2012.

This day is an opportunity for all staff to discuss common issues and share ideas and

strategies at HAPPY KIDS. Our goal is to create an even better environment for both

children and parents, as we continually strive for excellence. Featured sessions cov-

ered topics including safety, security and welfare; positive communication, drama psy-

chol ogy and self assessment; an<deffiemicehifmg ow
course by Rob Gorris, our Sports and Aikido master.

Our presenters gave our staff concrete oreal
their teaching effectiveness in the classroom.

Our recent Valentineds Day program proved a p
children and parents. Important subjects such as friendship, love and showing care for
others were discussed.

Pl ease read the summary of classroom activiti
moment to make a note of important diary dates on the back page.

Finally, please look up our refreshed website  www.happykids.hu and our Facebook page

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Happy -Kids-Nemzetkdzi -Ovoda-és-B° | ¢ s Sd e
Budapest/287836953478 o Li ke usd®é6 on Facebook ! We have a
ing articles 4 in both languages d on our website that | am sure parents will find inter-

esting, practical and most relevant for child
OArticlesdéd you c¢an hbowtahdndle tnd pickyeedet.i on | i ke

Kind regards

Peter + Suzy


http://www.happykids.hu
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Happy-Kids-Nemzetközi-Óvoda-és-Bölcsőde-Budapest/287836953478
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Happy-Kids-Nemzetközi-Óvoda-és-Bölcsőde-Budapest/287836953478
http://www.happykids.hu/oldalak/EN/135/eating_problems

H APPY HIPPOS

Dear Parents!

| am sure you all remember our wonder-

ful Happy Hippos Christmas Party in De-

cember. The children were very brave

and more than happy to show you what
they learned. They also enjoyed giving
out their specially made presents.

The winter break was pleasant. It was
nice to spend some time with our family.
Nonetheless, the children came back
with a huge smile on their faces. They
missed each other and all the fun activi-
ties we do in class.

Over the last few weeks, we learned
about opposites. We looked at different
opposite pictures such as: black - white,
in - out, up - down, long - short, cold -
hot, soft - hard, day - night, happy -sad,
and high-low. We also found some real
life examples. We touched soft and hard
play dough, put our fingers into hot and
cold water, and touched the cold snow.

We acted out different actions like
when it is day time, we wake up, and at
night time we fall asleep.

We coloured different pictures in black
and white, we made a very nice see -saw
and we pasted the

them. Some children were going up and
some down. We ask the children to open
the door and demonstrate going out and
then knock and open the door to come in.
They had lots of fun and laughter about
it. With the help of Zséfi we made a
long snake and a short caterpillar.

We also rolled a small and big ball to
each other. We also talked about who is
a girl and a boy.

Val entineds Day S
thought it would be nice to talk about
loving and caring for each other. We
made a huge love heart and we pasted
some pictures on it like children hugging,
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kissing and sharing with each other. We
also discovered that shaking hands and
giving comfort to each other are also a
part of showing positive emotions.

We made the same actions, took some
pictures and stuck them on the heart just
to remember how happy it makes us feel
if we act like this.

Talking about different feelings made
the children ask some questions such as:
Why is a child crying or why is he/she an-
gry, sad, happy, and scared? We gave
some examples. We also made an emo-
tions memory game, which they really en-
joyed.

We | earned some
l' i ke Snowfl akesbo,
Chubby Little
and OFrosty
0 We Ar e Going
0S|l eepy Samé.
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The Happy Hippos got a new little friend,

oPengui ns,
Snowmano,
Weat her 6.

Carla, who is very happy to be here. She
has lots of new friends, including Mira and
Claudia who are now in the Funny Fish. We
miss them but we are happy for them.

More fun is on the way which we will
share in our next newsletter.

We hope to see you at our Child Led Con-
ference where your child can share his or

her interests with you.

Warm Regards,
Réka, Zsuzsi and DOri

songs |
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FUNNY FISH

Dear Parents,

Although it seems we have just returned
from our Winter Holidays, February is
already upon us. The Funny Fish have
been very busy these last few weeks
learning, playing and enjoying the winter
weather.

We are very happy to welcome our new
classmates Claudia, Mira, and Haruki who
are recently joined Funny Fish class in
the beginning of January. It is a pleasure
to see that they already started to find
new friends within the group.

Roy turned 3 in January and we cele-
brated his Birthday with a party in the

class. Thanks for the delicious cake and a
goodie-bags from Royds f a

The children have been very busy learn-
i ng about our uni tg

choosing healthy food and why regular
exercise is important for us.

We completed various tasks and projects
to enrich our knowledge on this unit. We
made some nice prints and pictures with

seeds and cut fruits and vegetables, the
children were encouraged to taste all of
them. We also highlighted our learning
with several stories related to this topic
as well as counting with fruit.

In the second half of the month we re-
freshed our memory by doing tasks and
worksheets with colours and shapes and
also practicing our writing skills by trac-
ing.

The biggest hit this month was the
ODr eusps Centreo that
classroom in t he
children just loved to change into vari-
ous costumes as they arrived first thing
in the morning. They turned into prin-
cesses, kings, Spiderman, Batman, Buzz
Lightyear and all kind of animals. It felt
that we are part of a Fairy Tale each
day as all the creatures gathered to-
gether to entertain us.
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Our excursion to the Tropicarium was
great fun! The children were very excited
and enthusiastic about this trip. They
loved to stop at each terrarium, aquarium
and to complete all the logical games, but
of course the most popular animals were
the Mississippi alligator, Brown shark, and
the Sand tiger shark.

Fortunately we arrived early, so we could

take our time in the 13 meter -long shark
observation tunnel just to take a closer
look at these enormous animals.

The recent snow has transformed the
Happy Kids garden into a winter wonder-
land. The Funny Fish cherish their time
outside these days making snowballs,
snow angels and especially sledding down
the hill. Winter Assembly - our first as-
sembly this year - was a great success.
The children were so cute, and for the
first time they could really show off
their beautiful singing voices. Well done
Funny Fish, we are very proud of them all!

Now we are busy with our new Unit:
Senses and with all the preparation for
our exciting upcoming events including
Birthdays, the Carnival and the Fashion
Show. Please see our calendar for full de-
tails.

Finally, we would like to extend our thanks
for attending our Child -Led Conferences.
This was a very rewarding experience for
the children and they were very proud to
have you as their guests in the classroom.
We hope you enjoyed seeing some of the
things your child has been learning about
this year thus far and have had a good
look at their portfolio books as well.

Sincerely,
Timea, Anik6 and lvett




CLEVER CATS

Dear Clever Cat Parents,

After the long winter holidays the mem-
bers of our little class returned fresh
and happy.

Although January seemed to be a short
month & we still managed to pack it with
many fun activities: we began working on
forming letters and numbers, read many
different stories, did several art activi-
ties, learned songs and rhymes for the
assembly and had lots of fun playing in
the snow!

We learned about Goldilocks and the
Three Bears o which was very popular
with the kids who began to describe
physical attributes of people, objects
and various illustrations. We learned
about sizes: big/tall, middle sized and
small/short. It was very interesting to
see which part of the book the children
remembered after the first read o0 and

what words they used to describe dif-
ferent people and things!

As the weather turned very cold, we
started to introduce the computer to
the children, who found it an exciting
experience.

Visiting the Natural History Museum
promises to be really wonderful. We are
going to use all the information we have
come across since starting our Unit of
Inquiry on the Animal Kingdom. We hope
it will be a fantastic morning and the ic-
ing on the cake will be visiting the open -
air exhibition of dinosaurs displayed in
the garden of the museum.




Zsofi, our new art teacher began to work
on beautiful pieces of art with the chil-
dren & we are so delighted to have her
spend time with us!

By the beginning of February we began to
prepare the children for the Child -Led
Conferences. We explained to them that
it would be their chance to show their
parents what they have learned in the
past weeks and months. We are planning

to set up four stations for the families.

First will be the circle time station, where
they could act out circle time activities
with their parents, such as colour/shape
games, number card games and weather
chart. We will also set up the computer as
another station, so that they can show
their parents different Balamory games.
We will have a table set up for art activi-
ties too. In their last station, the children
are going to present their parents the
portfolio books and they can look through
those together. We hope that it will be an
experience that all the participants will
enjoy dthe children are certainly very ex-
cited about it.

Have a lovely ski-break & take care of
each other, pl ease

slopes! J

do

Kind Regards,
Kata and Juci




BRIGHT BUNNIES

Dear Bright Bunnies Parents,

Happy New Year! The Bright Bunnies
have had a very busy start to 2012. We
were sad to say goodbye to Zséfi but
have really enjoyed our art lessons with
her. The children have been working with
lots of different materials and are learn-
ing lots of new skills, so thank you Zsofi
and a very big welcome to Barbara. The
children have really taken to her and love
all the new songs she shares, and all the
special books she reads to them.

After the winter break we celebrated
Mirk-6s Birthday. Tha
the yummy homemade cake with us! We
also have a new addition to the group,

and would like to extend a very warm
welcome to Dambo and his family. The
children have made Dambo feel at home

in the class and are very happy to have a
new friend.

Our topic on winter animals proved very
successful. The children learned the
names and habitats of lots of arctic ani-
mals and made some lovely pieces of art
work. This was followed by a unit on the
story of oO0The Town
This tells the tale of a mouse from the
country and one from the town who visit
each otheros homes.
fun at first trying new food and being in

a new place, but eventually miss home
and part ways. The children made their
own houses for the mice and reviewed
numbers one through ten when putting
nuknbeng oruthefdoors. Teenrmasks they
made with Barbara were used to act out
the story in our own words. Through the
story we were able to make links to
healthy eating. The children all had their
own ideas of what healthy eating was.
Together they worked in groups to cre-
ate a healthy dinner.
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